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New technology test completion brings Alaskans one step closer to health care improvement
What if you didn’t have to retell your health history over and over every time you visited a doctor? What if the emergency room could automatically access your list of medications or allergies? For Alaskans, these aren’t just crazy visions – in fact, they are one step closer to becoming reality.

The results are in, and, according to test participants in a recent pilot of Alaska’s Health Information Exchange – the e-tool that will be used starting in October 2011 for exchanging electronic health records across the state – the new technology goes above and beyond expectations.
Doctors, nurses, information technology staff and other future users of the Alaska e-Health Network’s Health Information Exchange participated in Phase I pilot testing in Fairbanks to ensure the technology meets expectations.

“Sharing is caring,” said AeHN Executive Director Bill Sorrells, referring to sharing health information among health care providers on the exchange. “This technology will improve the quality of care provided to Alaskans. It will save people’s lives.”

According to AeHN, the technology will result in increased patient safety, convenience and privacy – while cutting overall costs. 

The purpose for developing the Health Information Exchange is to improve health care delivery and the communication of health care information. But for health organizations to use the exchange, the technology must perform well, and be user friendly.

“We have been very pleased with the quality of the Health Information Exchange product,” said Fairbanks Memorial Hospital Senior IT Director Carl Kegley. “The Health Information Exchange is leading the way by making sure the appropriate information about a patient is available at every venue of care. It will fill a crucial role in exchanging data throughout the state.”
To help Alaskans better understand what this technology will mean for their health care, AeHN will give a live demonstration of the Health Information Exchange at the close of its inaugural public board meeting on Sept. 21 at the Hotel Captain Cook Aft Deck (located at 939 W 5th Ave. in Anchorage). The demonstration will take place at approximately 6 p.m.

Alaskans are invited to attend the entire meeting, which begins at 4 p.m., to hear updates on the progress of the Health Information Exchange implementation and learn how it will be used once it goes live. 

Leadership from AeHN and Orion Health, the company that designed Alaska’s Health Information Exchange, will be available to answer questions. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

What is Health Information Exchange? - Health Information Exchange focuses on the mobilization of health care information electronically across organizations within a region or community. Health Information Exchange provides the capability to electronically move clinical information between disparate health care information systems while maintaining the meaning of the information being exchanged. The goal of Health Information Exchange is to facilitate access to and retrieval of clinical data to provide safe, and efficient patient-centered care.

What is an Electronic Health Record? -  An electronic record of health-related information on an individual that conforms to nationally recognized interoperability standards and that can be created, managed, and consulted by authorized clinicians and staff across more than one health care organization.

About the Alaska eHealth Network -The Alaska eHealth Network (AeHN) is a 501(c)(3) Alaska non-profit corporation, organized and managed by Alaskans. As a network of public and private organizations and businesses involved in healthcare, AeHN has been actively working on provider adoption of electronic health records and specifically on health information exchange activities since 2005.

Over the course of the last ten years, AeHN’s predecessor organization, the Alaska Telehealth Advisory Council (ATAC, 1996-2005), and subsequently, AeHN and AeHN staff (2005-2010) have been actively engaged in the development of standardized health information exchange policies, procedures, participant agreements, provider agreements, data use agreements, and continued refinement of the business, technical and communications plan for health information exchange in Alaska. In addition, providers from across Alaska have been regularly engaged in ongoing forums, discussions, and planning sessions for health information exchange through AeHN and AeHN’s predecessor organization. The State of Alaska selected AeHN to develop and manage the State’s health information exchange service. In addition, AeHN was selected to manage Alaska’s Regional Extension Center, one of over 60 federally funded centers to assist providers with the adoption and meaningful use of electronic health records.

For more information, and to register to attend the meeting, please visit www.ak-ehealth.org.
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